
 

 

 

Felicity Sparrow 
 

In 1979, the moving image art world experienced its own moment of 

upheaval when, dismayed at what appeared to be attempts to 

frustrate their work, Lis Rhodes and Felicity Sparrow withdrew from 

the Hayward Gallery’s now legendary Film as Film exhibition and 

were instead spurred on to form Circles, an empowering women’s 

experimental film distribution network. 

 

Cirlces provided an essential role in the promotion and 

distribution of exclusively women filmmakers, supporting 

filmmaking that varied from political and social documentary to 

more experimental practice. 

 

Initially ten women put in one film each and some money towards 

the production of an A3 catalogue. Felicity Sparrow ran the 

distribution from her flat, and women-only screenings were 

organised at Four Corners in Roman road.  

Circles operated as a collective, every woman whose film was in 

distribution had a vote and thus was considered a member of the 

Circles organisation. 

 

Circles’ inaugural film programme ‘Her Image Fades as her Voice 

Rises’ (1982), with films selected by Lis Rhodes and Felicity 

Sparrow. A selection of four films by four filmmakers made across 

time and different generations of women filmmakers placed in 

dialogue with each other. 

 

“We hope also to encourage discussion and support for other women 

to make and show their own work, whether the subject matter be 

personal or political, figurative or formal and create our own 

'definitions' and 'contexts' as women artists”.  

Circles Catalogue 1979. 

 

 

http://explore.bfi.org.uk/4ce2ba08ecf62
http://explore.bfi.org.uk/4ce2ba11238bf


 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 


